
“I Have a Dream”
1963, Speech by Martin Luther King, Jr

Text 1 
I am happy to join with you today in what will go down 
in history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in 
the history of our nation

Text 2 
But 100 years later the Negro still is not free. One 
hundred years later the life of the Negro is still badly 
crippled by the menaces of segregation and the chains 
of discrimination. One hundred years later the Negro 
lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a 
vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years 
later the Negro is still languished in the corners of 
American society and finds himself in exile in his own 
land. So we’ve come here today to dramatise a 
shameful condition. 
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Text 3 
Now is the time to make justice a reality. It would be 
fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the 
moment. This sweltering summer of the Negro’s 
legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an 
invigorating autumn of freedom and equality - 1963 is 
not an end but a beginning. 
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Text 4 
We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro’s basic 
mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We 
can never be satisfied as long as our children are 
stripped of their adulthood and robbed of their dignity 
by signs stating “for whites only”
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Text 5 
Now is the time to make justice a reality. It would be 
fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the 
moment. This sweltering summer of the Negro’s 
legitimate discontent will not We cannot be satisfied as 
long as the Negro’s basic mobility is from a smaller 
ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long 
as our children are stripped of their adulthood and 
robbed of their dignity by signs stating “for whites 
only” until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom 
and equality - 1963 is not an end but a beginning. 
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Text 6 
I say to you today, my friends, though, even though we 
face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a 
dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise 
up, live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal.”
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Text 7 
I say to you today, my friends, though, even though we 
face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a 
dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise 
up, live out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold 
these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal.”
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Text 8 
I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, 
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave 
owners will be able to sit down together at the table of 
brotherhood.
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Text 9 
I have a dream that my four little children will one day 
live in a nation where they will not be judged by the 
colour of their skin but by the content of their 
character.
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Text 10 
One day right there in Alabama little black boys and 
black girls will be able to join hands with little white 
boys and white girls as sisters and brothers. Free at 
last, Free at last, Great God almighty, We are free at 
last”
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I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest 
demonstration for freedom in the history of our nation But 100 years later the 
Negro still is not free. One hundred years later the life of the Negro is still badly 
crippled by the menaces of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One 
hundred years later the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a 
vast ocean of material prosperity. One hundred years later the Negro is still 
languished in the corners of American society and finds himself in exile in his own 
land. So we’ve come here today to dramatise a shameful condition.  

Now is the time to make justice a reality. It would be fatal for the nation to overlook 
the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of the Negro’s legitimate 
discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom and 
equality - 1963 is not an end but a beginning.  

We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro’s basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto 
to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as long as our children are stripped of their 
adulthood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating “for whites only” 
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I say to you today, my friends, though, even though we face the difficulties of today 
and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in the American 
dream. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up, live out the true meaning 
of its creed: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal.” 
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